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Mission
International in scope, the National Circus School is a higher-education institution for the arts providing programs at the high 
school and post-secondary levels. It is dedicated to the education and training of professional circus artists, as well as to research 
and innovation in the circus arts and their pedagogy. 

Internationally renowned for highest-quality training, the School opens its doors to more than 170 students from around the world. Since 
its founding in 1981, the National Circus School has played a crucial role in the development of circus arts in Canada and abroad. As a 
pioneer of the circus renaissance in Canada, the School has also contributed to the emergence of such circus companies as Cirque du 
Soleil, Cirque Éloize and The 7 Fingers. The School has become a world reference in the teaching of circus disciplines. It is also renowned 
as an international research centre for circus arts. More than ever, the National Circus School today serves as an incubator of inspiration, 
where performers-creators and designers find their voices, stimulating greater diversity in circus art forms and aesthetics.
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Boards of DIRECTORS1

National Circus School - NCS
And National Circus School Foundation – NCSF

Executive Team

Chair - NCS
Lili de Grandpré

Senior Partner
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Chair - NCSF 
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Partner
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Vice-Chair and Secretary NCS - NCSF
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President
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Stéphane Achard
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Business and Institutional Services,  
and Card and Payment Services
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Jocelyn L. Beaudoin
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Claude Bédard
Vice-President
BURGUNDY ASSET MANAGEMENT LTD.

Sylvie Bovet
MARC BOURGIE FOUNDATION

Pierre Carrier
Employees’ Representative
Teacher
NATIONAL CIRCUS SCHOOL

David J. Forest
Financial Security Advisor
DAVID FOREST FINANCIAL SERVICES

Isabelle Garneau
Parents’ Representative
Coordinator – Chemistry
COLLEGE DE BOIS-DE-BOULOGNE

Sébastien Guénette
Legal Director, Ligitation and Compliance
JTI – MACDONALD CORP.

Robert Hoppenheim
Founder
HOPPENHEIM & CO.

Marc Lalonde
Executive Director
NATIONAL CIRCUS SCHOOL

Catherine Laurin
Investment Advisor
ANDERSON LAURIN INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT BMO NESBITT BURNS

Carol O’Sullivan
Designer

Bernard Petiot
Vice-President, Casting and Performance
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

Executive Comitee

Lili de Grandpré, Co-Chair
David McAusland, Co-Chair
Gilles Lapointe
Robert C. Nadeau

Bursary Committee

Sylvie Bovet, President
Lili de Grandpré
Hélène Dufresne

Finance Committee

Gilles Lapointe, President
Robert C. Nadeau, VP Investment
Claude Bédard
Catherine Laurin

Nomination Committee 

Robert C. Nadeau, President
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Catherine Laurin
David McAusland
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Lili de Grandpré, President
Sylvie Bovet
Pierre Carrier
Isabelle Garneau
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Marc Lalonde
Executive Director

Daniela Arendasova
Director of Studies

Howard Richard
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Éric Langlois
Administrative Director

Christophe Rousseau
Director of Communications

Patrice Aubertin
Director of Research and Teacher Training
Program, SSHRC Industrial Research Chair
for Colleges in Circus Arts

1 As of October 1, 2014
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Governments  
and Granting Agency
the national Circus school receives financial support from the 
ministère de la Culture et des Communications du Québec 
through the Programme d’aide au fonctionnement pour les 
organismes de formation supérieure en arts as well as from the 
Department of Canadian Heritage through the Canada Arts  
training Fund Program.

the school is also accredited to receive subsidies by Quebec’s 
ministère de l’Éducation, du Loisir et du sport and ministère de 
l’enseignement supérieur, de la recherche et de la science. For  
it’s international exchanges, the school receives the support of 
ministère des relations internationales et de la Francophonie du 
Québec.

In the area of research, the school has received grants from the 
social sciences and Humanities research Council of Canada as 
well as the natural sciences and engineering research Council 
of Canada and further assistance from Quebec’s ministère de  
l’enseignement supérieur, de la recherche et de la science.

AssoCIAteD organizations
the national Circus school is a member of the following organizations :

•	 Tohu	-	La	Cité	des	arts	du	cirque
•	 En	Piste	-	The	National	Circus	Arts	Network
•	 ADESAM	-	Montreal’s	Professional	Arts	Schools	Association
•	 FEDEC	-	European	Federation	of	Professional	Circus	Schools
•	 FEEP	-	Fédération	des	établissements	d’enseignement	privés
•	 ACPQ	-	Association	des	collèges	privés	du	Québec
•	 ACQ	-	Association	des	camps	du	Québec
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Lili de Grandpré
Chair, Board of Directors
National Circus School

David McAusland
Chair, Board of Directors

National Circus School Foundation

June 2014 saw the spectacular conclusion of both the 
National Circus School’s 33rd school year and 22th fiscal year 
of the NCS Foundation. As respective chairs of the School 
and Foundation, we are proud to present this joint Annual 
Report for the two organizations.

Beyond providing financial results that show the respon-
sible management of public and private financial resources 
entrusted to the School and the efficiency of its programs 
and services, this report is testimony to the exceptional 
contribution of our institution, not only to the profession 
and industry, but to society as a whole.

The School has succeeded in sustaining its financial situa-
tion through challenging fiscal times for governments, 
thanks to our many steadfast donors, especially the Cirque 
du Soleil who supports our educational efforts and social 
circus research projects.  We have attracted new partners, 
notably Natrel, a division and premium milk brand of  
Agropur Cooperative, a leader in the Canadian dairy indus-
try, of which we are particularly proud.  This partnership 
developed naturally, as the National Circus School and 
Natrel share the values of enthusiasm, respect and  
creativity coupled with a desire for excellence.  Natrel’s 
three-year commitment will help ensure that the School can 
continue to produce and present the Annual Shows at 
affordable prices to the general public and school audi-
ences, and continue the audition tours that make our  
institution more accessible to talented young people in 
communities throughout Canada.

In the area of human resources, we have an experienced 
and enlightened management team in which we have 
every confidence, an effective and devoted faculty, and 
efficient and dedicated administrative and support teams.   
Moreover, we are able to count on a circle of board  
members and volunteer consultants who provide rigorous  

governance and participate actively and generously in 
fundraising efforts.  We sincerely thank and congratulate 
everyone for their contributions.

Finally, we thank Yves Bolduc, Quebec minister of  
Education, Recreation and Sports and of Higher Education, 
Research and Science; Hélène David, Quebec minister of 
Culture and Communications; and Shelly Glover, federal 
minister of Canadian Heritage for their renewed support 
of the National Circus School’s operations.

We use the occasion of this report to mark the passing 
of two important figures in the history of the School who 
left us over the summer, Jean Garon and Marcel Masse.  
The former served as Quebec minister of education at 
a time when accrediting professional training of circus  
artists with a state-sanctioned diploma was met with strong 
resistance.  He had the courage to approve the establish-
ment of a college diploma in circus arts and accredited 
our School to offer it in 1995.  It was a turning point in the  
School’s history. As Minister of Communications, Marcel 
Masse was the first federal political figure to commit the 
government of Canada to supporting our School.  He did 
so in 1989, thereby admitting the NCS to the ranks of major  
Canadian art schools when the new circus was a phenomenon  
largely confined to Montreal. His actions expanded the pan- 
Canadian scope of our School.  We salute their memories 
and are grateful to the men and women in politics who 
continue their work by recognizing and defending the  
relevance of our cultural and educational efforts.

Once again, as required by Quebec’s Loi sur le ministère du 
Conseil exécutif, we declare that the boards of directors of 
the School and the Foundation have noted no situation of 
real or apparent conflict of interest in which their members 
may have been placed during the 2013-2014 school year.1

1 The Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct for directors of the National Circus School is available on the website.

Report of the School and  
Foundation Chairs
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It was a strong showing in June 2014, with a cohort of  
32 graduates! Our recent graduating classes are, in fact, the 
largest to receive diplomas from any professional circus 
school in the world.

This high graduation rate is impressive, especially given the 
undeniable level and quality of the young, newly minted  
professionals emanating from the NCS. This was evidenced 
during the two Annual Shows presented before audiences last 
June that attracted more than 17,000 circus spectators to 
Tohu. It reinforces the School’s reputation as an international 
leader that continues to attract many new and exceptional 
candidates, which in turn enables it to maintain very high 
selection criteria and teaching standards. These requirements 
are also the best service we can render to the profession and 
those who aspire to become professional circus artists. As 
well, the record cohort of graduates all passed their compre-
hensive program assessments, and had no trouble entering 
the labour market as circus artists within the first few months 
of leaving the School. The placement rate of our graduates 
thus remained maximal.

For the past three years, the School’s higher artistic education 
programs nonetheless have reached full capacity, given our 
human, physical and financial resources. That said, the School 
could accommodate a greater number of young Canadian 
students into the preparatory and high school programs, and 
ensure a better recruitment for the final level. As it happens, 
the five 2014 graduates of the high school program all 
received a diploma and are currently pursuing a college  
education. In this context, the college “upgrade” program 
remained an effective gateway for many Canadian candidates 
who had little chance to train adequately in the circus arts 
during high school. Ten of the 12 candidates successfully 
passed this “propaedeutic” and were finally admitted to the 
college-level program for 2014-2015.

The School continued active recruitment efforts in Canada 
during the 2013-2014 year, with pre-selections and Entrance 
Exams held in 17 Canadian cities. The School admitted more 
students to the preparatory programs and slightly decreased 
the number of college recruits. In anticipation of recruitment 
for the year 2015-2016, the School has developed partner-
ships with Montreal-area primary and secondary public 
schools for the shared provision of circus preparatory  
curriculum as a springboard to NCS full-time high school and 
college programs.

Meanwhile, the circus arts teacher training programs have led 
to the awarding of diplomas to 12 professionals, of which five 
have focused on social or educational circus settings and 
seven on professional training.

In order to make the professional and ongoing training of 
circus teachers more widely available in all regions of the 
country, the School has tested and validated the online  
English version of its Instructor program in circus arts.  
Building on this innovation, unique in the world, the School 
very soon will offer its virtual Instructor program in both  
languages.

In this fourth year of its existence, the School’s research 
department continued the work of its Industrial Research 
Chair for Colleges in Circus Arts of the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada, and had its status 
confirmed by the creation of the Centre de recherche, 
d’innovation et de transfert en arts du cirque (CRITAC)  
(Centre for Research, Innovation and Transfer in Circus Arts) 
at the School. Having gained the recognition of the federal 
government, CRITAC has developed a five-year plan in  
support of an application for recognition from the province 
as a College Centre for Technology Transfer and Innovative 
Social Practices (CCTT-PSN). The School over the past year 
has consolidated a true pan-Canadian and international  
network of researchers and research partners in aid of  
advancing knowledge in circus arts teaching and its social 
applications, and of innovation that will benefit students and 
teachers as well as artists and professional organizations.

Our student services remain relevant and more efficient than 
ever :

•	 In	health	services,	our	multidisciplinary	team	of	therapists	
specializing in circus arts provided on average close to 27 
consultations and treatments per student within our walls.

•	 The	financial	aid	department	assisted	60	students	with	their	
applications for public and private aid. This support has 
facilitated the granting of loans or bursaries to 44 students, 
with 33 of the bursaries being offered by the National  
Circus School Foundation.

•	 In	addition	to	their	regular	training,	the	students	had	the	
option to participate in 48 creation, research or profes-
sional insertion internships, or international exchanges.

 
Executive DIRECTOR’S Report

10



•	 With	around	11,500	documents,	our	specialized	library	has	
received 14,500 visits by students and researchers.

•	 The	housing	services	accommodated	82	young	students	
from all regions of Canada during the regular school year 
and preparatory summer camps.

The 2013-2014 year saw the retirement of several long-time 
employees to whom we are most grateful. Martine Haug,  
a pioneer in the teaching of contemporary dance in Canada, 
taught for 15 years at the School and now concludes a career 
in arts education spanning half a century. Alexandre  
Arnaoutov and his wife Tatiana Lissetsova respectively taught 
twenty and eight years at the School and have passed on their 
long experience in hand-to-hand and the aerial or Russian 
cradle. Their former students will shine for a long time in the 
circus world.

Alain Lachance, the “front man” for several generations of 
School students, left his post at the front desk after 25 years 
of loyal reception and information-dispensing services.

Despite this natural attrition, our teaching, technical and 
administrative staffs retained their depth and remain rich in 
individuals with diverse experiences.

Spring 2014 marked the 25th anniversary in the career of our 
Director of Studies, Daniela Arendasova. An international-
level rhythmic gymnast, she later studied gymnastics training 
and choreography. Daniela began teaching contortion at the 
School in 1988, and by 1992 was heading the teaching 
department for our institution. It was under her able  
leadership that NCS programs developed and gained inter-
national recognition. We hope that the School will continue 
to be guided for a long time by the example of her academic 
rigor. Her passion and deep commitment to the students’ 
success and progress are invaluable to both our institution 
and the entire circus arts community.

Despite the budgetary efforts required by the Quebec’s  
Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur, de la Recherche et de 
la Science and stagnant grant revenues, the School  
concluded its fiscal year in financial balance thanks to 
increased tuition revenue and Foundation grants. The  
proportion of revenues from private sources thus increased 
by one point to 35 percent of operating income.
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Award-Winning National Circus School Alumni

Laurence Tremblay-Vu (2013)
GOP Award Entertainment Group, Solycirco Festival 2013, Sylt, Germany (tight wire)

Maxime Poulin (2013)
Circus Roncalli Award and Stage Character Award, Solycirco Festival 2013 (acrobatic bicycle)

Simon Nadeau (2009)
Children Jury Award, Solycirco Festival 2013, Sylt, Germany, (ladder)

Francis Perreault (2013)
Silver Price Media Jury Award, 6th Mondial Circus Arts Festival, Moscow, Russia (Cyr wheel)

Bronze Medal, First International China Festival (Cyr wheel)

Pierre-Antoine Chastang and Morgane Tisserand (2013)
Silver Medal, 35th Festival Mondial du Cirque de Demain, France (dance trapeze)

Naomie Zimmermann-Pichon and Renaldo Williams (2013)
Silver Medal, 35th Festival Mondial du Cirque de Demain, France, France (hand to hand)

Kyle Driggs (2013)
Silver Medal, 35th Festival Mondial du Cirque de Demain, France, (juggling)

Jérôme Sordillon (2013)
Bronze Medal, 35th Festival Mondial du Cirque de Demain, France, France (aerial straps)

Evelyne Paquin-Lanthier and Shannon Gélinas (2012)
Golden Star and Cirque Monti Award, Youngstage Festival, Germany (fixed trapeze duet)

Regarding the School’s Foundation, the exceptional surplus 
shown in the audited results can be explained mainly by 
unrealized investment gains that now must be accounted for. 
Fundamental prudence dictates that we do not consider 
these as definitive surplus assets but rather maintain a con-
servative approach to their use, particularly towards main-
taining a constant dollar value of the capital endowed.

The Foundation nonetheless granted to the School more than 
$ 402,000, contributing nearly $ 326,000 toward general  
operations, $ 5,000 for fixed assets,and over $ 71,000 
in bursaries.

Clearly, the School’s contribution to the profession, industry 
and society as a whole is not measured solely by the number 
of graduates who enter the profession each year, despite 
what was said in the introduction.

The School provides a path for young people who have 
already taken the first steps in developing exceptional  
acrobatic, physical and theatrical skills, which thus gain a 
broader significance.

It also provides development opportunities in design and  
creation for established artists, who find in the circus a vector 
for creativity.

12



Marc Lalonde
Executive Director
National Circus School

And, many of these artists and graduates create 
their own companies, enriching the diversity of 
circus arts here and abroad, as did the  
best-known local companies, Cirque Éloize and 
The 7 Fingers. We are currently witnessing a 
proliferation of initiatives by School graduates 
with Circus fœtus, Les Improbables Collective, 
Cie de la Barbotte, Cie Et des hommes et des 
femmes, Cie Tête d’enfant, Cirque Alphonse, 
Impro Cirque, Les Parfaits inconnus, Machine de 
cirque, Nadère arts vivants, T2C, Underground 
Circus or Vagues de cirque in Canada. There is 
also Acrobatic Conundrum (USA), Cirque Le 
Roux (France), Cirque Trottola (France),  
Compagnie de Genève (Switzerland), FAQ  
Circus (USA), Okidok (Belgium), Cie du Poivre 
rose (Belgium) and Un loup pour l’homme 
(France), etc.

In terms of research, the School contributes  
original approaches to the development of 
healthy lifestyle habits and creativity among 
young people through integrating the circus 
arts into their academic and social educations, 
and recreational pursuits.

With regard to innovation, we promote a rich 
environment for acrobatic experimentation and 
the development of innovative performances, 
unique works and new knowledge that is 
immediately transferrable to small creative  
and production companies, and equipment 
suppliers.

The School offers a range of technical services 
to professional artists and organizations in  
partnership with Tohu, la Cité des arts du cirque, 
as well as referral services and assistance to 
independent researchers.

The School’s cultural activities aimed at young 
people helped 10,500 school-age youth attend 
quality contemporary circus performances, and 
introduced 250 young people to the circus arts 
over the past year.

Our team can be proud of these achievements.

13



PROGRAMS
•	Preparatory	-	PFS
The first level of professional training, this extra-curricular program is aimed 
at students 9 to 13 years old. It is a preparatory program for Circus and High 
School Studies program that allows students to continue their education in 
another school.

•	Circus	and	High	School	Studies	-	CES
This arts-academic program is offered to students in grades 7 through 11. It 
combines required academic subjects as outlined by the Quebec secondary 
school curriculum with professional training in the circus arts. After obtaining 
their high school diploma, students pursue higher education through the  
Diploma of College Studies in Circus Arts (DEC) program.

•	Diploma	of	College	Studies	in	Circus	Arts	-	DEC
This 3-year program marks the pinnacle of higher education in the circus arts
and leads directly to a professional career. Graduates receive a college  
diploma, Diploma of College Studies in Circus Arts or DEC, from Quebec’s 
Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur, de la Recherche et de la Science 
(MESRS). Intended for Canadian students who have completed their high 
school studies, the program combines specialized training in the circus and 
performing arts with the general college curriculum.

•	Diploma	of	National	Circus	School	Studies	-	DEE
Intended exclusively for foreign students who have completed their high 
school studies, this 3-year program constitutes the final phase of higher education in the circus arts. Graduates receive a diploma from 
the School, as they prepare for a professional career.

•	Creation	and	Exploration	Workshop	for	Graduates
As a complement to its higher education programs, the School offers graduates and advanced students a chance to participate in a 
professional immersion session. The objective of this workshop is to integrate and enhance the talents of young artists while affording 
them the complete experience of creating a contemporary circus work under the direction of a creator and stage director.

•	Assistant	Instructor	-	NRC.0V,	Instructor	-	NRC.08	and	Trainer	-	NRC.09	-	AEC
The National Circus School offers three specialized programs: Assistant Instructor, Instructor and Trainer in Circus Arts. The aim is to  
prepare teaching professionals versed in the circus arts able to provide high quality, safety-conscious training from introductory to 
advanced levels. Programs lead to an Attestation of College Studies (AEC) accredited by Quebec’s MESRS.
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Art Corps, Quebec, Canada
Beijing International Art School, China
Big top School of Circus Arts, Ontario, Canada
Boulder Circus Center, CO, United States
Centre des arts du cirque Baltazar, France
Centre régional des arts du cirque de Lomme, France
Circus Harmony, MO, United States
Circus Smirkus, VT, United States
Circus Juventas, MN, United States
Circus Center of San Francisco, CA, United States
Club de gymnastique Laval Excellence, Quebec, Canada
Club de gymnastique Gadbois, Quebec, Canada
Club de gymnastique Flex-Art, Quebec, Canada
Club de gymnastique Gymnika, Quebec, Canada
Club de Gymnastique Flip Gym, Quebec, Canada
Club de Gymnastique Les Réflexes, Quebec, Canada
Club de trampoline Acrosport Barani, Quebec, Canada
Club Gymnacentre, Quebec, Canada

École de cirque de Verdun, Quebec, Canada
École de cirque et gymnastique de Châteauguay, Quebec, Canada
École de cirque Zôfy, Suisse 
École Horizon-Soleil, Quebec, Canada
Ecole nationale des arts du cirque de Rosny-sous-Bois, France
École polyvalente de Disraëli Quebec, Canada
École Trapèze le Voltigeur, Quebec, Canada
Esh Aerial Arts, MA, United States
Flying Fruit Fly Circus, Australia 
Imagination Circus Arts, CO, United States
National Institute of Circus Arts, Australia
New England Center for Circus Arts, VT, United States
San Diego Center for Circus Arts, CA, United States
School of Acrobatics and New Circus Arts, WT, United States
Toronto School of Circus Arts, Ontario, Canada 
Vancouver Circus School, British-Columbia, Canada 
Vertical Zone Trampoline Centre, Ontario, Canada
Whistler Gym club, British-Columbia, Canada

Applications and Admissions 2014-2015

STUDENT Enrolment by Program

The National Circus School would like to thank the circus schools and sports organizations from which emanated many of the new 
students admitted in the CES, DEC, DEE 2014-2015 programs :

2014-2015 Average of 5 years

App. Admis App. Admis

Preparatory - Circus and High School Studies - CES 286 20 232 20

Diploma of Higher Education - DEC - DEE 230 40 241 44

Teacher Training Programs - AEC 36 30 23 19

Total 552 90 496 83

Professional studies  13-14 14-15

Preparatory 23 22

Circus and High School Studies - CES 23 28

Diploma of Higher Education - DEC - DEE 102 99

Creation and Exploration Workshop for Graduates - AEC 0 7

Teacher Training Programs - AEC 17 29

Total 165 185

Initiation Activities

Summer Camps 105 128

Recreational program - Registration/session 372 N/D

Total 642 N/D
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Emma Stones,  
Swinging trapeze

Kerttu Pussinen, 
Aerial straps

Olivier Sylvestre,  
German wheel

Lea Toran Jenner,  
Cyr wheel

Zackary Arnaud,  
Boris Fodella and  
Pablo Valarcher, 
Korean board

Laurie Adornato,
generalist

Eric Brown,  
Cyr wheel

Mishannock Ferrero 
and Émile Pineault, 

Hand to hand

Nicolas Jelmoni and 
Charlotte O’Sullivan, 

Hand to hand

Seth Scheuner,  
Swinging trapeze

Cooper Stanton, 
Swinging trapeze

Émile Mathieu-Bégin, 
Unicycle

Harley McLeish,
generalist

Manae Miikeda,
Russian cradle

Johan Prytz,  
Aerial straps

Daniel Sullivan,  
Aerial hoop

Justin Buss,  
Cyr wheel

Dominic Cruz et 
Marta Henderson, 

Generalists

Lindsay Culbert-Olds 
and Kia Melinda, 

Fixed trapeze duet

Noëmi  
Fallu-Robitaille,  

Rope

Sascha Bachmann, 
Handstand

Sidney Bateman and 
Melvin Diggs,  

Generalists

Anouk Blais and  
Guillaume Mesmin, 
Fixed trapeze duet

CLASS OF 2014  
Higher Education of Circus Artists
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Assistant instructors

Julias anex-dit-Chenaud

Marie-Ève pitt

Jennifer Spiegel

Instructors
Sandra Bérubé

Joëlle Charbonneau

nicolas Collard

Valérie Désormeaux

Jessica Grégorio-Bolduc

Trainers
nayef abdallah

Gabriel Boudreau

aurélie Cadiou

Simon Fortin

anne-Marie Hivert

Shane Holohan

Mandy Kemper

Sarah l’ecuyer

Kim polisois

Samuel Roy

aurélie tenzer

Class of 2014 
TEACHER training 

programs 
Attestation of 

College Studies
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The National Circus School Foundation 
provides the National Circus School with 
vital financial support to sustain its mission 
of educational excellence, and innovative 
pedagogical and artistic initiatives.Thanks 
to the generosity of donors and partners in 
Canada and around the world, the School 
can provide talented youth accessibility to 
the best possible programs and services.

Fundraising Revenu Sources 2013-2014
Revenue from private fundraising in 2013-2014 totalled $319 000 and was derived from the following sources :

In addition to annual contributions from donors, the Foundation relies on the performance of various endowment funds in its efforts 
to assist the School and its students. Further information can be found on page 2 of the National Circus School Foundation’s audited 
financial statements included in this report.

9 %

Businesses

Individuals

NCS Community 
(board members, parents,
employees, students and graduates)

Circus companies

Annuals Shows and
Public Performances

Applied Research

Student Services

Bursaries

Fixed Assets

26 %

16 %

13 %

23 %

2 %

46 %

16 %

49 %
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2013-2014 Fundraising DONORS
Each year, our donors show their support to the National Circus School Foundation by participating to different fundraising campaigns 
and activities. The generosity on many individuals, companies, foundations and volunteers, enables the Foundation to support the School 
on its mission of educational and artistic excellence so that talented youth can realize their full potential.

We sincerely thank all those donors who make dreams of tomorrow’s circus artist possible!

GREAT	DONORS	CIRCLE	/	$ 75,000	AND	MORE
Cirque du Soleil

BENEFACTORS	CIRCLE	/	$ 10,000	-	$ 24,999
Desjardins Group 
Solotech

PATRONS	CIRCLE	/	$ 5,000	-	$ 9,999

ALL Prime Construction
Bombardier
Borden Ladner Gervais
KPMG
National Bank Financial Group
Carol & Brian O’Sullivan
Alain Pacherie – Cirque Phénix
Power Corporation of Canada
Rio Tinto Alcan

AMBASSADORS	CIRCLE	/	$ 2,000	-	$ 4,999
Aimia
Aon Parizeau 
Burgundy Asset Management
Caisse d’économie solidaire Desjardins
Caisse Desjardins du Centre-est de la métropole
Cascades 
Cirque Éloize
Cogeco Câble
Lili de Grandpré
David Forest Financial Services
Deeth Williams Wall
Deloitte
Ernst & Young
Farris, Vaughan, Wills & Murphy
Feeling Productions
Dr. Roger Hobden
Irving Mitchell Kalichman
Caroline Jelmoni Davaripour & Jean-Pierre Jelmoni
JTI-Macdonald Corp.
Catherine Laurin
David McAusland
McCarthy Tétrault
Metafore
Natrel (Agropur Cooperative)
Norton Rose Fulbright
Pandion Investments 
Québecor
RailTerm
ROBIC
Sennheiser
Spector & Co.
Roger Straathof
Towers Watson
Vincent Lafleur Traiteur
Wortzmans
 
RINGMASTER	CIRCLE	/	$ 1,000	-	$ 1,999
Aéroports de Montréal
Anderson Laurin Investment Management
  BMO Nesbitt Burns
Anonymous
BCF Business Law
BDC
Roger Berthelot
Bruno Bougie
Sylvie Bovet
Jeannette & William Buholzer
Chubb insurance company of Canada

Cirque du Soleil employees
Curtis Dawe
Nicole  Désilets & Pierre Langlois
Bruno Duguay
Dunton Rainville
E3 Services Conseil
Marc Lalonde
John LeBoutillier
Mast Media Entertainment
Mercer
Montrusco Bolton Investments
Robert C. Nadeau
National Bank Financial
National Circus School employees
Outbox Technology
Permacon
Howard Richard
Christophe Rousseau
Spectrum
S.P.I.N.

SUPPORTERS	CIRCLE	/	$ 500	-	$ 999
Action Sport Physio Centre Ville
Anonymous
Catherine B. Bachand
Claude Bédard
Robert Blain
Pierre Bourgie
Pierre Bovet
Brenton Kean
Brio Conseils
Germain Carrière
Cascades Tissu Group
CGI
Couvre-Planchers Labrosse
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg
Suzanne de Grandpré
Deschênes et Perreault Construction
Desjardins Ménard et associés
Dominique Lemieux costumes creator
EBI Montréal
Nassib El-Husseini
Execaire
Export Development Canada
Fidelity Investments
Aubert Gallant
GDI Services
Groupe DCB
Groupe immobilier Pro-Urbain
Peter Guay
Sébastien Guénette
Mary Hagerman
Bernard Hébert
Roslyn Heward
Hub International Québec
Jean-François Rochefort Inc.
Kaufman Laramée
Marie Langlois
Suzanne Langevin & Guy Lapierre 
Lapointe Magne & associés
Danielle Laramée
Anthony Layton
Claire & Antoine Lefaivre
Brigitte Lépine
Les Entreprises Cloutier & Gagnon
Lorange, Leclair & Cie
Charles E. Martin
New Era Immigration
Newmark Knight Frank Devencore
Northbridge Insurance
Neils W. Ortved
Outillage NG
Ginette Piché

Suzanne H. Pringle
Quebec Culture Capital Fund
Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton
Isabelle Reid 
Rogers Communications
Anton Schlemm
Scotiabank
Services Conseils Solumax
Sid Lee
Société Générale (Canada)
Stellar Canada
Syneco gestion globale
Telesystem
The KCMN Velan Foundation
Trans-Pro Logistics
Truck’N Roll
Turbulent Média
Vézina Assurances
Voyages G.P.S.
West Face Capital
Richard Wilson
Tessie Yanez

FRIENDS	CIRCLE	/	$ 100	-	$ 499
American Iron & Metal LP
Anonymous (9) 
Tuedon Ariri
Lucie Beauchemin
Sonia Boisvert
Mario Bourdon
François Bovet
Carolle Brabant
Carole Bureau
Alex Chan
Dr. Louis Charbonneau
Johanne Claveau
Conseillers L’Espérance et associés
Corpus Conseil
Violaine Corradi
Desjardins Financial Security
Antonia Dolhaine
Stéphan Drolet
Marc-André Dufort
Suzanne Durand
Fonds Louis Garneau
Isabelle Garneau & François Lemaître-Auger
Daniel Gauthier
Gaz Métro
J.F.P. Marois Couvre-Plancher
Kitsymenie inc.
Bernard Lamarre
Éric Lapierre
Les Eaux Naya
Martel Desjardins CPA
Sun-Kiri Mean
Gaétan Morency
Ursula Oberholzer
Guillaume Paquin
Pierre Petit
François Plamondon
Wendy Reid & Peter Roberts
Jacques Renaud
Jennifer Rowntree
Roy et Tremblay
Danielle Savoie
François Séguin
Gary & Karen Sullivan
Annette & Jeffrey Taylor
Joelle Tremblay
Marie Trottier
Valerie J. Wagar & Brian McIlroy 
Laurent Wermenlinger38



Allocation of the Contribution to  
the National Circus School
The National Circus School Foundation ensures that funds raised through donor contributions are allocated for the designated purposes 
and according to the priorities established by the School.

This year the Foundation remitted $ 315,000 to the School for various projects and services including student bursaries.

In particular the Foundation made up the shortfall from public performances presented during the year, such as the Annual Shows, 
which represented nearly 40 percent of conception and production costs. These performances, which are accessible to family and school 
audiences, have attracted nearly 17,000 spectators, including close to 6,000 young people to school matinee performances.

The Foundation’s contribution has also financed nearly a quarter of the direct costs of student services, including library acquisitions, new 
circus arts instruction and therapy equipment, and the provision of international artistic development exchange opportunities. In health 
services alone, this contribution subsidized the equivalent of 649 physiotherapy consultations or treatments.

Finally, an allocation from a designated donation of $ 50,000 was apportioned to applied research projects in creation and innovation.

Annual Shows and
Public Performances

Applied Research

Student Services

Bursaries

Fixed Assets

13 %

23 %

2 %

46 %

16 %
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BURSARY program
The principle of accessibility advocated by the School’s Foundation aims to ensure that no student admitted to training program should 
have to abandon his or her studies for financial reasons.

In	2013-2014	a	quarter	of	students	enrolled	in	a	full	time	program	
received	financial	assistance	from	the	Foundation.	

A	total	of	$ 71,440	was	distributed	among	33	bursary	recipients,	who	
received	an	amount	ranging	from	$500	to	$6	000	dependingon	the	
need.

Since	the	bursary	fund	was	established	in	2006,	the	Foundation	has	
granted	a	total	of	$ 413,610	to	211	recipients,	and	the	average	indivi-
dual	bursary	amount	was	about	$ 1,960.

71 440  $
was distributed among

33 recipients

My education at the national Circus School taught me that the possibi-
lities are endless if I work hard to achieve my goals. But I was not alone; 
both the School and the Foundations helped me realize my aspirations. 
Bridie Hooper, 2012 Graduate
Rosebank, Australia
Artist of Circa

the generous support of donors made it 
possible for me to attend this extraordinary 
school. Moving from toronto to Montreal to 
start a circus education wasn’t easy. With no 
support from my parents, I was on my own. 
Fortunately, I received scholarships through 
the Foundation’s program, which meant I 
could focus on my studies without having to 
stress about money.
Calin J. Stevenson, Graduate 2012 
Toronto, Canada
Artist of Dragone

the Foundation’s assistance 
allows us to acquire the tech-
nical equipment that entails a 
large outlay of money for us as 
students. to all donors, thank 
you very much ! 
Pier-Olivier Doucet, Graduate 2013
Saguenay, Québec
Artist of Cirque du Soleil

I thank with all my heart the national Circus School Foun-
dation’s donors. Without your support, I simply would not 
have been able to pay my tuition. You made it possible for 
me to complete my three years of professional studies and 
become a circus artist.
Jérôme Sordillon, Graduate 2013
Belleroche, France
Artist of Cirque Éloize
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National Circus School
8181, 2nd Avenue, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H1Z 4N9

514 982-0859 / info@enc.qc.ca / nationalcircusschool.ca
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